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Present Condition of Ungraded Soliools,

The following article in relation to
the ungraded schoals of Nebraska ap
peared m the Nebroska Signal pub-
lishod at Fairmounty, Fillmors county,
Nebraskn. It may prove of intervst
L0 ouY numercis Il.'lllL'l!l.

SWhen we congider that the raral
gchools of o l‘l'llnl.” ]'ru\i-lt! elemen-
tary instruction for more than one
half of our school population and all
the formal edocation that the majority
of this hall ever reegive, and further,
the dll\'l-rn'll_v of condition I‘l'['l’l“!(‘litl'll
in this popolation, it seems strange
that o people so fertile in cxpedients as
onr own should have adhered wo elose.
Iy as they have done to one type of
aral school,  The type is familiar to
us all. A school composed of both
soxcs, ranging in study anywhere from
the primer (o the languages, housed in
n-l-rmnl honuse of but one room and
provided with one teacher, upon whor
devolves all disoipline and instruction,
Possibly the teacher clianges every
tet ; probably no systematio record of
studies, olusses, or progress is ks pty andl
elich teacher takes up the work as if
uothing had goue before and ends i
as il nothing were to follow. Ope
renson of this 4 that in wnny school
distriots the teacher finds a8 many
varicties of text bovks as hie bas pupils,
mred the question that confronts him 19
what 1o do with them.

Ulie difficulties arising, in many of
our schools, frem a variety of text
bouks upon the same subject, will pro-
by reanpin as long as copyrights and
A fyee press is in exstonos, unlogs the
Suale pssumes the burden of publica-
tion and supplies them at & nominal
cost to the consmmer. While this
might adid o few cents to n man's tax,
it would materially lessen his bill at a
hook store.

T'be teacher may he o person of ex-
ecellont edueiation, wise, conscientious,
firm, loving and versatile ; but aschool
may be favored in this respect one term
and the next pass into the charge of a
aallow youth, a crade girl, or & man
or a woman of inferior mind ansym
pathetic nature, who, for a considera
tion, makes “confusion worse conlfound-
ed” In juvenile intelleots.  OF super
vision there is hittle, of inspection Liss,
and of standards of schiolarships and
tests of work none hat vhose the feach-
er has wit enongh to supply.

Sinee the schosl hoard have the
power Lo say what books shall be used,
to provide a conrse of study, to clussify
and grade the sehool,and contract with
the teacher, much vesponsibility rests
upon them*  'Phe sehiool board are the
edueational representatives of the pa-
trong of onr scliools and have the
power to muke the sehools mueh more
effectives bnt if they, ns such repire
sentatives, remain inactive and allow
the Leacher o continne under so many
disadyvantages, there will continue to
be much unsatisfactory  results  for
which they dre, in o great measure, re-
sponsible

Nuch 15 the roral sehool as il exists
trnoug us tosday. Some of the best
minds of the winntry  hiave been fos-
tered by this instromectulity, some of
the noblest powers aronsed and the
highest aspirations Kindled, bot it is
unpossible that o bigh average of re-
sults should be attained under the pres
cut cirenmstances.  [F this be evideat
upon the survey of the shools them-
sulves, how much more urgent appears
the demand for their botter organize-
tion and  more efficient conduot when
we tarn onr attention to what is going
on in other communitics, When we
consider, for instance, that in l':l'l_ql:l.h-l
rural subjocted to an in-
spection as thorough as that which is
'-|1|b|!r-l to the L‘il}' sehonls; that in el
u:uru every conntry  boy is troined in
didwing, in the of weighta and
eSS TS, ;U.l! SUTH OIS ‘[[IF“ nments;
that in Germany and Switzerlond only
well gualitied teachers ave employed
even i the most obsenre distriels,
Whenever  the clunestion of the
masses 18 attempled, the problem
chietly discnssed 15 how Lo geenre com-
potent teachers, Tt is indeed no longer
insisted that 4 competent teacher is the
sole roquisite to o good school.  The
best tencher. ivis allowed, cannot over-
come the effeets of bad air in the
sohiool room, ungightly promises, apathy
and selfishiness in the community, and
ignorance anil obstinacy in snperior
cfifcers.  Kxperience, however, indi-
cates that all external conditions of
cliicienoy are more casily seenred when
opee their nuture 18 understood, than
well guatified teachers.”
- — -

The Premdont's Residenon

schools are

use

HE DOES XOT' INTHEXD
CURIAESSHLEY oy

' ABANIION
NEW YOk

His

1y ia said a1 the White House that
the story from Duffalo, alleging that
the resident bas given up his resi-
denve in that city, 4 not true. As
published, My, Cleveland is still 8 proy-
erty owner and taxpayer in Buffalo,
His teruporary resuidence in Washing-
ton does not huet his eitizenship 1
f\‘n-\'\‘ \'-lrL at all S l"”F: us he ll'll"l
not vote sodewhere elig, he has the
right to rencw his privileges in Buffalo
whenover he roturns to the vity, When
there wons suffrnge in the Distriot of
Columbin a number of residents from
the States Torfolted thelr citizenship
elsewhere by voting there

It has not been customary for the
Piresident 1o go home to vote,  Up
the end of General Grant's second term
1 hiad never voted for a Presidont but
Qnoe, nnd that was for Me. “lll'hﬂliilll,
in I80%, abn place, too, where he had,
an e snid, o vight to cast hig vote
He bnd be into St L Mils, Wis e
turning home asd stopped just vatside
the eity av a polling yreeiuer. He
was nsked i he b 8 vole, and when
he suld hie was not likaly to resch home
i tme to vole there he availed bhim.
#ilt of the priviloge ol voting where
he did for the Buehsvun and Breckens
Ilirl_:l- eleetors I'resident |‘1|‘\'¢‘!>’JI1-I
will not agalp, probably exercise the
franchise during his term as Presideat.
e cortninly does nov iotend, however,
to sbandon bis eitigenship in New
York to become 5 oltiaen of the Dis-
teiet of Columbia,

Boyeling bogins 1o tnke
base bull ps »

rank with
dostroyer of  personal

beauty. 1t is even becoming an ob-
juer of Interest W0 the  lids Tusurancs
(NN s,

It in vasy enoegh to vokle o man's
vauity when you find ont where iv is,

Tricks to 8l Mines and Deosive the Pur-
olagers—Oard Playing and Digging

It is not strange that there is gamb-
ling in theso “camps,” for to mont of
those engaged in it mining is simply
gnmbling. Miny a man tells me, “1
Have put into the ground every doliae
I conld save, but I never made a dol.
lor from it yet. My turn will come
some day.” It seemsno worse to them
to visk everything on the throw of a
card than on the thrast of a spade,
By night they repeént in the saloons
their cccupation by day in the mines,
Gamblers in cards olaim that these
speculators might as well lose their
money to them 8% 1o other gamblers in
stocks, It is hazard everywhere, and
the air is impregnated with speculation
ns with ozone.  Ooly for the fow who
have the eapital to purchase all know.
ledge, to companss all risks, to furnish
Il moehivery, and endure sil delays,
can it become a legitimate business,
Such ones |n1i possibly, be as safo in
this mining business as in any other.

Yet the keenest may  be  imposed.
on.  An old California miner told me
of an expert assayer, who had avoided
every snare.  He had the habit of 1ak-
ing into the mine he wad to tost, bags
in which he carefully deposited the
specimens he found, tying, labeling
and sealing them, then carr ying them
in the cars to his own home  Tlis re-
ports gained implioit belief, bonee the
greater desive to deceive him, A man
onve followed him to the tram with
£350, and bribed the porter of the slecp-
ing car, into whose charge the hags
had been committed, to leave them
with him for half an hour.  Ho then,
by means of fine metaliic syringes in-
jeoted into the bags certain solutions,
chlorides, I think, of gold and silver,
and retarned them unopened to the
porter’s custody,  The nssayer, unsus-
picious, tested every sample in bulk to
find the amount of ‘silver and gold,and
made a very sanguine report.  On the
strength of this the mine was bonght
of those whose a agent the injector was,
and placed nonder uh"lrun of the assayar.
As goon as work was bogon the latter
fuiind, with horror, that he had been
imposed on.  For weeks, as my informn-
anttold me, he drove on, with his hair
standing on end, determined 1o strike
some new lead, which should justify
his report. «At length, much lower
down, he “made a find,” which excoed-
ed his first claim, and then he was sat-
isfied,

The gamblers, like the miners, are
not nofrequently of college education
from fine Enstorn familics.  They are
not wholly bad. Their plans have mis-
oarried, their capial s gone and
they ave east on their wits for a living,
Other men have preyed on them, they
turn and prev on other men.  But my
friend, who iz pnstor of the little
ehitreh around the corner, tells me that
for the last two years he has had from
two to twelve gamblera ot his Sunday
evening lectures.
“Why don't you come to ns some
time to help pay yonr salary?" said
one of them to him, I never ask any
one to help pay my salary: that is o
purely voluntary matter.”
A few days later it was found that
the little church necded repairs.  “We
want new paper and fixtures,” he eaid
to the gambler. “*What oan you do
for us 1" “Draw up a paper and leave
it with me,”  In ashort time the na-
perwas returned, with $225 pledged
by the gamblers and 825 added by a
Jew.  When all hind been paid in and
the improvements were made the con-
tributors turned out to see thelr work,
They may hove boilded bLetter than
they knew.—Salein (Muss.) Gazette.
-—
Benediot and the Contractors,

The Pittshurg  Dispateh says that
Mr. Benedict, the new ublie Printer,
has already got into n row with some
of the paper contractors, Heretofore
whenever they had had paper rejected,
they wonld go to Washington, obtain
a hearing, use all their influence in va-
vions ways, and often emd in gotting
their paper through, when it obviously
did not come up to the requirements,
Mr. Benedict is determined o put a
stop to this. Recently, according to
the Dispatoh, several bhupdred reams
of book paper were passed by the
office bonrd, but attention was ealled
to the fact that it was not wp to the
grade.  An allowanee of three points
is wade for varying thickoess or
weight and this particular batoh ran
about nine points. The Public Printer
made a personal examination end re-
ol the whole, He ordered it im-
misdintaly Nhl|l|lm] back to the con-
traotors, aud ordered o fresh lot else-
where,

The contractors were notified of the
rejection,  In accordance with their
cugtom one of them immediately came
to town and ealled on Mr, Benedict.
Ile said he was sorry the paper was
not up to the required grade, but the
foot wons they had had some trouble
with their boilers, and the paper had
run anusually uneven.  Mr. Benediot
#aid he thought it had, but he had not
time to talk about it now. The con-
tractor blankly inquired if he could
not be nlluww‘ylu pick oot what would
poss and average things up.  Mr.
Bonediet said he had held court on
that paper yesterday and had decided
the case and ordered the paper return-
ed.

“Why, you have not sent it back 1"
exclaimed the astonished.

“Lordered it shipped back, If it
has not gone 'l discharge {Iu- man
whose business it was to do it," and
he pre wsod 8 button, A olerk appeare ul,

“Mr. Munson, was tha paper ship.
ped back, as ordered 1"

“lt went st night,”

replied the

olork
“Good morning, siv,” said My, Bene
diot.  “Your most direct way out is

through that door,  When your paper
does not come up to the contract it
will be rejected, and when it is rejoct.
ell you need not hother about voming
down to Washington, It stays reject
ol

This is vefreshing, even if it is vigor
ous, Tt certainly is about thine that a
doclded stand was taken agaiost the
men who impnrw upon, or rather de-
fraud the Goverpment in their oon-
tracts,  Inthis resapect, ot least, My,
Benediet beging well,

—— - -

#Daoes your bushand get a salary for
taking up the collection in ohurch
every Sunday. Mra. Deacon " “Wall,
not exactly but 1 never need o buy
any butions for the ¢hildren's clothoes.

- —

Mugh rooms—Cheap restuurants,

001 ITEMA

Beauty is often sin deep,

Churoh-going people often meet by
ohants,

White blackberrics grow near Bron-
son, Mich.

Iresh toe mnrtyrs—The youths who
by tight boow,

A recent comic song is ealled “Soap.”
It comes in burs,

Capital punishment—Being obliged
to sit with the girls,

The old chaps who wore armor were
the first mail carriers.

To hit & man in the eye with a chest-
nut is a plinding joke.

The blacksmith is no politivian, but
he is always making holis,

Girls who marry coachmen ought o
be stable in their affections.

Fools make feasts and wise
know bLetter than to eat them,

The cool wave—When the girl's
father waves you to the front door.

men

There are four Turkish ladies at Con-
stantinople who arve publishing postiy.

A rolling stone gathers no moss, but
a rolling.pin will gather considerable
liair,

Frog legs nre said to be unusually
high this year. They always were on
the jump,

It is aaid that from 3000 to 4000
horses are killed in Spain  yearly by
bull fighting.

The ages of spring chickens and
women are most donbtful subjects on
this little earth.

In the whole world there are 201,-
522 miles of railroad ; in the Umted
States, 123,110,

The man who slips u[p on an apple-
paring at this season of the year shows
the correct fall styles.

An Indian idol has been disoovered
in the West, It is o pewified whiskey
bottle with the cork out.

[nstead of these bemg the piping
times of peace they aro the piecing
times of pipe—stovepipe

Duke Ernest of Coburg has killed
his 1000Lh stag, and now they want to
give bim the Nimrod's medal,

It 18 becoming fnshionable to ecable
proposals of marriage, ‘I'his will save
the knees of a fellow's tronsers.

Thomas Garrett, of Alabama, takes
the demijohn. He hns been voting
the Democratio ticket for 119 years.

There is more Liberty on Bedloe's
Island than apnywhere else in the
known world.— Washington Critic.

“Colossal” s said to be too small a
word tu use in description of the big
goddess. “Bartholdian" is rﬂ.lbg&ﬂtﬂli.

John E. Owens, the vcomedian, is al-
most hinwelf again.  He is able to en-
joy bis apple sass as well as ever he
Wik,

Ogae irreverent editor ecalls them
Psalms Jones and Small.  Seems to us
Hymuos would be a better name for
them.

The Empress of Japan has ordered
the ladies of her court to array them-
#elves in Kuropean garb, and the Yam
Yums weep.

The nose of Barthaldi's statue is over
three feet in length.  What o terrible
thing it would be for her to have a
cold in the head.

A haroess consisting entirel{
brass and steel has been  invented by
Judge Albion Tourgee, who
tained a patent npon it

has ob-

“Bal," he said, bitterly, *all this
that we call love is scant.’ “Say
‘won't,’ rather,” she answered softly,

and he left her forever,

“A Canadian farmer loses his life.'
Some men are excessively absent-mind-
ed. We presume it never ooeured to
him to advertise for it

A Cananda woman proposes Lo start
a society for the prevention of kissing,
She s probably homely enough to warp
the bottom of a tin pan.

No wonder the interior of the earth
is disturbed. Every pic-eating New
Englander knaws that the crust is
often very havd to digest,

“Migs Madge,” of the London Zruth,
has come to the conclusion that it 18
the duty of women to buy as many
bonunets as they can afford.

The Chiness notior: of England is
snid to be that of “a  tribute-bearing
nntion of m.en without pig-tails, govern-
ed by a lady with largs feet.”

Lucy Larcom, the poetess, nsks
“How will it be when tho woods turn
brown?" It will be extremely cold
for poets, Luey, extremely cold.

A pen-wiper is not to be despised.
The pen-marks which it recvives nre
oftentimes more lasting than those
which are made upon the paper.— Hos-
ton ?\'flrmth'l‘pf.

A 18 year-old girl in Michigan has
been sent to prison for horse stealing.
There are very few oocupations 1in
which women even of tender years
eannot compete with men nowadays.

T— - -

How Anta Live,

THEIR TOVE OV CLEANLINESS AKD THEIR
MOUKE OF BURIAT

In epite of the molifarious dotica
and tasks that are imposed on those
tiny burghers, they still find time to
¢lean and adorn their worthy little per-
sone, BayH 8 writer in the Comnopolitan
for October. No spot, no stom of
dust or anything else unclennly  will
tolorate on their bodies.  They got rid
of the dirt with the brushy tufte on
their feet or with thelr tongues. They
aot, for all the world, like domestic
cate when they clean and lick them
pulven ; and they nssist ono anothor at
the toilet prec m-‘; like monkeys. Their
senke of aleanlineks goes 4o fur that the
naturalist often finds, to his unpleasant
surprise, the colored marks that be had
applied with o much eure on his “irial
ants” removed by their dirt-hating
friends, They keep their dwellings
just as cloanly.
But the conveying awny of their de-
ceased brethren, whose dead bodies
they appear to regard with the great.
ost antipathy, gives them more trouble
than anythiog else. When some mem-
bers of d4n ant community, which Mr.
Cook kept imprisoned, died snd eould
not be removed, those romainlng seem-
ed affected with the grestest horror.
For days the insects ran ahont seeking
a way out, and coased only when com-
pletely exhansted. The it belonging
to the camponotus specivs seized the
dead and threw them into a water
pail, which they converied into a sep.
nlohire.  Ordinasily, though, the ants
are snid to treat their dead with more
reverence.  They even possess their
own graveyards, which lie inthe vi-
cinity of their nests.  They convey
their  deceased companions thither,
whore they lay them down in orderly
little hmpﬁ or in rows
It is only the vor;uﬂ- s of their fellows
however, that they trest in this manner,
Dead strangers they throw ont like
something unclean, or tear the hody in
pieces. Kven between the master and
slaves of the =ame community Miss
Treat say# she has observisd o dissimi-
lar mode of burinl,  While the masterd
find their Inst repose in o spee
rard, side by side, the slaves lie like
flunlu-d-up refuse near the nest, despised
eqanally in death as in life
The ant cemeteries sre often thickly
populated, for their life is shori. Toe
male lives only throngh one Summer;
the temales live somewhat longer, and
the workers lie of ofl ape in the Sth
and 10th year.

il rrave-

. — -
[For Toe Corumnias. |

THE POWER OF INFLUENGE.
Everywhere is the power of influ-
ence a reeoguized fact and a potent fae-
tor in all business velations and of all
enterprises, whether of a public or pri-
vate nature. It is no less o power for
agents Lo introduce and sell to the pab-
lic new schemes, piatent on art and
meehanism, new works on seience and
literatures or, the hundreds of other
means for operatibg upon an unsus-
pecting and a confiding pnblie. “Along
they come! Prospectus in hund ! Ob-
jeet recommended by the leading
“dailies,” judges, attorneys, elergy and
other leading citizens | teady to
swoop down and seoop up all the rest
of mankind—we only mean their little
change and nickels, five ana ten dollar
bills and from that on up to fiftics, ow-
ing to the clapirap, blinding and de-
seriptive fingers, and whoge ouly object
is 18 to “bag the game” whether man-
kind is benefitted or not, Moreover,
l.huy eare not whether mankind 1 ben-
efitted or not.  The general publie are
very largely dependent upon the press,
]iullgl-n. attorneye, clergy and other
eading citizens for their safety against
the cucroachments of mesked frands,
“itle or big"—henee they should be
very enveful what they recommend. Tt
often leads 1o a suspicion that they ate
hired agents, and rewarded for their
influence to chent the lTower olasses
whose every energy is stramed to the
utmost to keep even with the world.

WW.
-
Some Curious Fanelies of Fashilon,

From the Noew York Worll

Some curious new fupeios are tobe found
in fuahilons for women, sod in the course of
i Beason ond'a ldea’s of the
luxury snd the striving after novelty of
women whose lves are given up lo direes
become very much widened, Ooe of theso
extravagant fancies is to have bed-room
slippers coverod with Teathers, either the

of shopping

strippings from ostrich plumes o solt
French gray or white, or pale-piok and
blue. These feathers are sewed corcfully
lapping over ench other upon the satin of
the slipper, and give an eloet of grest solts
ness and warmth, Bul they are sueifod
only for the possessers of smull, slim feet,
for they malerlally increase the slee of
them, in appenrance nt lopst hibhers hinve
the downy breasts of birds or tho melallle

sbeen of the veek fenthors of wild duel

Iaid smoothly upon the slipper, as carofgl

nnd beautifully done ns the famous Mexis
oan feather-work, Auclher faney ls the
embrolderod white gants de Suede, to ba
wiorn at balls sod with very elaborate white

tollettes, with seed pearls in Dower devices
These wre somewhnt lieivy, and
women with plender extremities
theso frouks of favcy upon

Bat the effect ina Mitde shoi hwnd is very

Bguin o '.U'
{are show
themselves.

A Bmlnm Roevival in Erin's Tale.

By Cable to tho Xew York World.

Very encournging information is
coming in from Ircland.  There has
been an nnexpected subsidences of dis-
turbances and there are many evi-

donces that the people are devoting
themselyves more to the ordinary  busi
ness pursuits of life than they have
been doing for many vears, Many
purchases of land are belug made un-
der the Ashbonrne aot and there is an
inerense of a peaceable and eoncilin-
tory fecling on the part of the land-
lorids towards tenants,  Auother good
sign is that the conntry fairs held this
full have beon better attended than for
& long time sud the exhibits mome
vumerous wud of a better character
than wsunl,  There is un sbandance of
form produce and fair prices are re-
ceived for lurge quantitivs of eattle and
sheep sent to Eoglish markets, Strange
8 it may appenr, thero is a genuiue
business roviyal in Ireland and this is
to be helped along by the government,
whioh is working very hard on the
question of supplying the lrish people
with the mcaus of more geveral em-
l])luyml:m-

rioh and wdds s eertain tone 1o the whole

wostume.
- - - -

Motlel Keeper's Responsibility.

An interesting point of botel law was ros
cently decided by Judge Fiolettor, of
Polladelplin, in the suit of Charles A,
Polnnd sgatost Thomass H. Green. The
plaint Y bosrded st Green's Hotel aud bl
n valise full of clothing stolin from lis
room.  He sued 0 recoyer s il
the defendant claimed that bhe was not
linble boouuse of n provision printed st the
top of the reglster thnt “'goods™ must be
checked st the counter 10 make the pro
prietor reaponsible.  ‘The Judge held that
the propriotor of o bLotel was always -
spousible for the goodant bis gucst unlesd
there wias an express contract to the con.
trary., The printing of such a provision
at the wp of u roglster without calllng 1t
1o the guest's nitentlion, was pot such an
express contragt,  The Jury accordingly
rendered & verdiet I favor of the plaintid
for §41.20-

visllie

— m——

WWhere 18 the ideal wile!' asks o
prominent  lecture Weo dislike to
oroate any unneeessary  jealousy, bug

candor compels us Lo say thar we lefy
hor sately al home this moming,

—— it e



